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Applicant’s election of Group I in the reply filed on 4/10/07 is acknowledged. Because 
applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the any errors in the restriction requirement, 
the election has been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Claims 9-10 should have been included in Group I in the restriction requirement filed 
4/19/07. Thus, these claims are addressed here. 

/ 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 

sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-9, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Roreger et al. 

Roreger et al teach water-swellable gel film comprising 0.5-30% anion active water- 
soluble polymer, 0-75% water soluble or water-dispersible auxiliaries, and an active agent. 
Copolymers of methacyrlic acid and methacrylic methylesters are specified (column 2 lines 50- 
55). Crosslinking agents such as multivalent metal cations are disclosed (column 5 lines 4-8). 
Thickeners, including polyvinyl alcohol, starch and cellulose derivatives, are disclosed (column 
4 lines 7-13). Filler, including starch and crystalline cellulose,are disclosed (column 5 lines 4-8). 
Multilayer films containing an active agent in layers other than the gel film are specified (column 
9 lines 13-16). As to the claimed properties of taste/smell masking and ability to be swallowed, 
such properties must be possessed by the anticipatory composition because it is the same as that 
claimed. As to the claimed oral administration, such is an intended use, not considered a 
patentable limitation during prosecution of composition claims before the USPTO. 
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No claims allowed. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Webman whose telephone number is 571-272-0633. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Richter, can be reached on 571-272-0646. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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